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“After the German Government and the Govern- 
ment of the U.S.S.R. through a treaty signed today, 
tegration of the Polish state and thereby estab- 
lished a secure foundation for permanent peace in 


MN 


(Declaration signed in Moscow on September 29, 1939 
by J. von Ribbontrop and V. Molotov). 
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“The Government of the U.S.S.R. recognizes the 
Soviet-German treaties of 1939 as to territorial 
changes in Poland as having lost validity . . . The 
two governments mutually agree to render one to 
another aid and support of all kinds in the present 
war against Hitlerite Germany...... e 


(Agreement between the Soviet Union and Poland 
signed in London on July 30, 1941). 


WH ge, 


POLAND SPEAKS... 


JN presenting the first issue of THE POLISH REVIEW, a brief outline of its purpose may not 


come amiss. 


Much is heard of the sufferings of the oppressed peoples and in particular of the Poles, whose 
extermination is the avowed purpose of Germany. Not enough is heard about the unswerving resistance 
of the Polish people, about their unprecedented singleness of purpose to achieve which all political 
parties, all classes, all interests have united. Not enough is heard about the creative values that Polish 
intellectuals, scientists and artists are daily adding to the store of human knowledge, even in this the 
darkest hour of Poland’s history. 


Poland is no artificial political concept, created by common consent and that by common consent 
might disappear. Poland is an essential, active and useful member of the European family of nations. 
In these pages we shall endeavour week by week, to tell the inspiring story of the constructive achieve- 
ments of the Polish people, in the past and in the present. We shall try to explain the background of the 
political changes constantly affecting Eastern Europe. At the same time, lest we forget those whose brave 
resistance to silent horror has won the admiration of the world, we shall present a true and unvarnished 
picture of life in Poland at this very moment. Thus we hope to give our readers a clearer understanding 
of the efforts we are making to regain independence for our beloved Poland, under a democratic system 


of government and in closest cooperation with our friendly neighbors. 


With its nearest friend and neighbor, Czechoslovakia, the two nations will constitute a block of some 
sixty million inhabitants, and after the war they will undoubtedly exercise a great and beneficial influence 
for Peace and liberal order in Europe. In the light of events to come, all who are interested in Eastern 
European problems and their solution, all who share our hopes and aspirations, will find valuable material 
in THE POLISH REVIEW. 


g oland places her faith in the enlightened opinion of the people of the United States, she is confident 
that her democratic aspirations will meet with friendly understanding. The aim, the sole aim of THE 
POLISH REVIEW is to deal with developments as they arise, to present FACTS to the American public 


so that it may form its own unbiased opinion. 


THE EDITORS 


Drang nach Osten 


A. D. 963-1941 


. “If God exists it is He who 
has chosen ADOLF HITLER to 


drive this Polish vermin hence!” .. . 


GAULEITER GREISER 


Ole, Gy WOR! 


THE VICTOR OF 
THE BATTLE OF GRUNWALD 


Wladyslaw Jagiello (1348 - 1434) 
Ruler of Poland, Lithuania and Ruthenia 


A bronze statue by Stanislaw K. Ostrowski, distinguished Polish sculptor 


Jagiello is seen wielding the two swords sent in 
him in derision on the eve of the battle of Grunwald 
by the Grand Master of the Knights of the Cross 
with the message: “Give these swords to the King, 
who seems to lack arms for he is loth to fight!” 


This was done to induce Jagiello to lead an attack, 
while the German Knights had a flanking force 
hidden in the woods, 


The King, aware of the danger, nevertheless ac- 
cepted the challenge with the words: “God sends 
me a token of victory, through you. I accept the 
challenge, aa 


The Jagiello monument was erected in 1938 for the 
New York World’s Fair in front of the Golden 
Tower of the Polish Pavilion, both of which were 
purchased in 1941 by a Committee and presented 
to the City of New York as a permanent memorial 
of American-Polish friendship. 


The Committee, headed by Thomas H. Mc- 
Innerney, George McAneny and Edward F. Roose- 
velt caused a bronze tablet to be placed upon the 
monument, bearing the following inscription: 


This tower, erected by the Republic of 
Poland in token of its participation in the 
Great World’s Fair of 1939-40, and, through 
the generosity of those whose names are 
here inscribed, acquired and presented to 
the city of New York, in 1941, is rededi- 
cated by the city, to stand as an enduring 
memorial—within its borders—to Polish 
people, to their epic heroism in days of 
national trial, to their indomitable and 
unquenchable will for freedom — and to 
their ancient union of the spirit with the 
people of the United States. 


GRUNWALD 


by OSWALD BALZER 


“War is the German’s profession...” 
(Cornelius Tacitus, A.D.110) 


Late Professor of Polish History at the University of Lwów (Poland) 


HOLY Virgin, Mother of God” rose the humble 

hymn of thousands of Polish knights before 
the Battle of Grunwald, as of old they sang their 
Polish battle song. That song was different from 
the war-songs of other nations in that it contained 
no allusion to battle. One seeks in vain any refer- 
ence to the enemy or to the outcome of the struggle, 
any prayer that Polish arms may rest victorious. 
On the eve of battle they raised their voices in 
entreaty: “forgive us our trespasses” and “lead us 
not into temptation”, in prayer that they might 
lead devout lives. This song of expiation, this 
song of righteousness, could be the battle hymn 
only of a nation that fought in the name of justice, 
that by sacrifice drew comfort from future Victory. 


That battle-hymn did not rise to the vault of 
heaven for the first time at Grunwald, but never 
before had the flower of Polish chivalry sung ‘it 
with such fervour as they did on that day, five hun- 
dred years ago, when their vanguard was gathering 
for the supreme struggle with the Knights of the 
Cross. A great war was being fought to its con- 
clusion, a great battle was imminent, a battle that 
was to put an end to two centuries of constant ag- 
gression and recurring wrong, that was to establish 
the basis of future relations between the two con- 
tending forces. 


Two Armies-Two Worlds 


But it was something more than that. At Grun- 
wald, not only did two great armies confront 
each other, not only were two States to measure 
their strength. Here two worlds stood face to face, 
two cultures were locked in a death embrace, two 
political and ethical ideals, two spiritual entities 
that had nothing in common and contradicted each 
other at every point. 


On the one side was the Polish nation. Settled 
on its own sacred soil since the beginning of his- 
tory, it had so thoroughly blended its being with 
that soil, that what was Polish land had become 
for all time the nation’s greatest passion and most 
precious treasure, a Divine legacy never to be re- 
nounced. 


Poland was a nation that had succeeded in cre- 
ating a great and strong political structure, in the 
days of the Boleslaws, as well as under Lokietek 
and Casimir the Great; but Poland had built that 
structure on its own soil and from its own soil. 
never seeking alien land. When Poland’s power 
and influence spread beyond the bounds of things 
Polish as had been the case in Lithuania and its 
Ruthenian territory, just prior to the battle of 
Grunwald, this expansion had been achieved not 
by conquest but by union, not by aggression but by 
fraternal association on a basis of strict equality 


and of equal rights for all. Poland as a State was 
founded upon the principle of right, its major con- 
sideration was justice, ethical culture was the very 
essence of its national soul. 


On the other side the German element was ar- 
rayed, the Knights of the Cross supported by the 
feudal lords of other German lands. 


Drang nach Osten 


The drive’ of the,Germans against the lands 
of the Slavs had begun seven hundred years be- 
fore the battle of Grunwald was fought. At first 
it consisted in laying the weaker Slavonic States 
under tribute, but from the beginning of the Xth 
Century the Germans had begun a series of un- 
provoked aggressions, of direct conquests and of 
annexations. The first great era of this struggle 
ended in the XIIth Century when despite their 
heroic resistance all the Western slavonic lands 
beyond the river Elbe lay at the feet of the tri- 
umphant conquerors. The sphere of German dom- 
ination had extended from the Elbe and the Saale 
to the frontiers of Bohemia and Poland. On these 
conquered lands, saturated with the tears and blood 
of their Slav owners, there rose powerful German 
States, not one foot of which was originally Ger- 
man, but land that had been overrun and conquered. 
No sooner had the Germans conquered the Slavs 
of the River Elbe, than they began an infiltration 
of Poland. [There is nothing new about the Fifth 
Column.] To prepare the ground for the conquest 
of Poland, German settlers were introduced into 
Polish territory, speaking words of peace and bring- 
ing promises of economic welfare. Soon Poland 
was flooded with German colonists. At the same 
time came the Knights of the Cross, attired not 
only in peaceful garb for Poland’s benefit but 
preaching evangelical love and brotherhood, yet in 
reality the source to be of a thousand future abom- 
inations, 


The Knights of the Cross formed one of the 
most peculiar and least worthy Orders known to 
history. It was an Order of Knighthood, based en- 
tirely upon hypocrisy and falsehood, whose theo- 
retical aims were always in complete contradiction 
to its practical deeds. In its vows the Order re- 
nounced all worldly ends, yet directed all its efforts 
towards establishing worldly power. It claimed to 
fight the pagan in order to convert him, but fought 
only to extend its own possessions, caring nought 
about conversion. In its struggle against the pagan 
it was supposed to come to the aid of all Christian 
peoples, yet it fought more fiercely against Christian 
Poland than against the pagans, attacking her most 
violently at the very time she had succeeded in 
faithful service to Christ, but which harnessed the 
name of Christ in the service of the German na- 


tion. The Knights of the Cross took up the struggle 
that had ended five hundred years before in the 
conquest of the Western slavs, the struggle of Ger- 
manism against the Slavonic world, and prepared 
to wage war upon its nearest neighbor Poland. 


Historically this, was no new aggression, it was 
but the continuation of the former aggression, the 
second in the series of German attacks upon the 
Slavs. All the psychological and political aspects 
of the old struggle were reflected in the new. The 
activities of the Order were the same: the same 
settling in other peoples lands, the same tenacity 
of purpose, the same hypocrisy, the same honeyed 
words and protestations of friendship for those it 
had so far failed to conquer, the same cupidity 
and ever recurring threats and hostile operations. 
The Knights of the Cross were the spiritual heirs of 
those who five hundred years previously had over- 
come the Slavs of the Elbe. In truth the Germans 
do not change. 


The Triumph of Justice 


So when after two centuries of ruinous intrusion 
by the Knights of the Cross in Poland, the two op- 
posing forces clashed upon the field of Grunwald, 
it was no longer two armies, no longer two states 
that faced each other, The struggle was between 
Might and Right, between German aggression and 
the defense of what was Poland’s own, between 
the lust of conquest and the principle of justice. 
Rarely have spiritual forces so clearly dominated 
a brutal physical conflict of arms and men, as in the 
battle of Grunwald. And it was an epic battle, not 
only from the military point of view, but as the 
clash of two great national ideals, utterly repug- 
nant to one another. Victory crowned the efforts 
of those who fought on the side of Right and 
Justice. After centuries of intolerable wrongs, of 
unpunished harrying of Slavs generally and Poles 
in particular, the hour of retribution struck at last. 
A boundless feeling of relief and satisfaction, clearly 
to be distinguished in the voices of the day, over- 
flowed all hearts and it is difficult to say which 
gave the greater cause of rejoicing: the great feat 
of arms and political success, or the triumph ot 
Justice. 


Poland’s victory was gained with the support 
of her brother nations. whose chivalry fought side 
by side with hers. Beside the fifty Polish standards 
that waved at Grunwald, were forty standards of 
Lithuanian and Ruthenian boyars. In addition to 
the mercenaries, there were volunteer forces from 
Bohemia and Moravia. We should underestimate 
its importance, if we judged this co-operation solely 
by the numerical strength of the participants, or by 
the military result of their action. As we know, 
the number of Czechs and Moravian volunteers 
was small, and shortly after the battle began the 
Lithuanian troops and the majority of the Ruth- 
enian forces were routed, and did not return to the 
battlefield. That detracts nothing from the fact 
that action was jointly undertaken by representa- 
tives of the several Slavonic nations, and that they 
gave common service in the one great cause. That 
proved that the Battle of Grunwald was not only 


a day of reckoning between Poland and the Knights 
of the Cross but between the entire Slavonic world 
and the German world, for the avenging of age-old 
wrongs. Its results were of far-reaching importance 
not only to Poland itself, but to all other Slavonic 
nations. The heroic struggle of the three stan- 
dards of Smolensk, of those of the Ruthenian boyars 
who remained on the field of battle, gave an ex- 
pression to the fact, not always thoroughly realised, 
that the Teutonic Order’s policy that had brought 
ruin to Poland, was fraught also with ruin for 
Ruthenia. 


Poland was the very core of this great Slavonic- 
Lithuanian feat of arms and she carried it through 
to victory. It is symbolic that among the retinue 
assigned to guard Jagiello as he directed the mili- 
tary operations from a rise, were not only Poland’s 
chosen knights, but two Lithuanian - Ruthenian 
dukes and two Czech knights. Around the stan- 
dard of Poland and her ruler, were gathered repre- 
sentatives of all her allies. But Poland whs not con- 
tent only with the intellectual and spiritual leader- 
ship. Polish arms decided the battle itself. When 
the Lithuanian and Ruthenian troops took to flight, 
the Polish knights, taking up the heroic struggle, 
not only saved the day when the battle was all but 
lost, but transformed it into a triumphant victory, 
a complete annihilation of the enemy. The Grun- 
wald was in every respect a Polish victory; this 
splendid page in the history of the Slavonic-German 
conflict, was written first and foremost by Polish 
arms and in Polish blood. 


The most immediate consequence of the victory 
was the recovery of all the Polish lands which for 
two hundred and fifty years had been in the hands 
of the Knights of the Cross. These lands were 
incorporated in the State of Poland. But that was 
not the all. Thereafter the German element made 
no attack on Poland’s territorial integrity until the 
second half of the eighteenth century. This in it- 
self makes Grunwald an event of epochal impor- 
tance. 


Grunwald saved Poland as a State, and simultan- 
eously created a defensive rampart for the more 
distant Slavs. But it did even more: it saved Po- 
lish nationality and culture. Polish culture and 
civilisation at the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, though by no means last in the rank of cul- 
tures and civilisations, were still young, and so all 
the more susceptible to outside influences. If the 
Knights of the Cross had been victorious and 
able to apply their iron Germanisation system to 
Polish culture, it might have been moulded in an 
alien form: and the Polish spirit would have fled. 
This danger, the most menacing of all, was re- 
moved by Grunwald which for 350 years created 
an impassable barrier to any further German ad- 
vance. It also gave Polish civilisation the possi- 
bility of independent development, and Polish na- 
tional spirit the strength that has never wavered. 


And to all Poles everywhere, Grunwald is not 
only an historical triumph; if is to this day and for 
centuries to come will be a valuable national asset, 
on which the strong, inviolate, immortal rock of 
Polish national existence is founded. 


(Continued on page 12) 


GDYNIA 


we gathered from the sound of 


$0 
their fire, because you could see 
$0 very little, even through glass- 
es — not only were defending 
70 themselves from trenches and be- 
0 hind clumps of bushes but were 
E using every building they held as 
50 machine - gun nests. They had 
turned two large buildings, one 
40 an officer’s school, the other the 
Gdynia radio station, into fort- 
A0 E resses and were firing machine- 
E guns from several of the windows. 
20. After a half-hour a German shell 
ZA struck the roof of the school and 
10 E AA A HY set it on fire. Then German in- 
= x a aa VI fantry, supported—or through the 


1928 1929 1930 193! 1932 1933 1934 
Loading Facilities in Gdynia 


. The Poles, with French backing, have done 
a magnificent job. Fifteen years ago, Gdynia was 
a sleepy fishing village of 400 souls. Today it’s the 
largest port in the Baltic, with a population of over 
100,000, Lacking natural facilities, the Poles have 
simply pushed piers out into the sea. The city 
itself looks like a mushroom growth, much like 
some of our Western towns thirty-five years ago. 
It is one of the promises of Poland . 


(William L. Shirer, Berlin Diary, page 176) 


1926 SEH 


. We stood on a hill called the Sternberg in the 
midst of the city of Gdynia under a huge—irony !— 
cross. It was a German observation post. Officers 
stood about, peering through field-glasses. 


Across the city over the roofs of the modern 
new town that was the hope of Poland we watched 
the battle going on two miles to the north. 


We had been awakened this morning in our beds 
in a hotel at Zoppot by it. At six a.m. the windows 
in my room shook. The German battleship Schles- 
wig-Holstein, anchored in Danzig, was firing shells 
from its eleven-inch guns over our heads. And 


now, we could see, the Germans 7000.000 
had the Poles surrounded on three 

sides, and the sea, from which 6.000.000 
German destroyers were pepper- mie 

ing them, cut them off on the 

fourth. The Germans were using 5000.000 
everything in the way of weap- 

ons, big guns, small guns, tanks, 4.000.000 
and airplanes. The Poles had 

nothing but machine-guns, rifles, 3000.000 
and two anti-aircraft pieces which 

they were trying desperately to 2000.000 
use as artillery against . German 

machine-gun posts and German 1.000.000 
tanks. You could hear the deep : 
roar of the German artillery and nar!-000 === 


the rat-tat-tat of the machine- 
guns on both sides. The Poles— 


1935 1936 1957 1938 


glasses it looked as though they 
were led—by tanks, charged up 
the hill and surrounded the build- 
ing. But they did not take it. 


The Poles kept machine-gunning them from the 
basement windows of the burning building. Des- 
perate and brave the Poles were. A German sea- 
plane hovered over the ridge, spotting for the artil- 
lery. Later a bombing plane joined it and they 
dived low, machine-gunning the Polish lines. Final- 
ly a squadron of Nazi bombers appeared. 


It was a hopeless position for the Poles. And yet 
they fought on. The German officers with us kept 
praising their courage. Directly below us in Gdyn- 
ia’s streets, women and children stood about, sullen 
and silent, watching the unequal battle. Before 
some of the buildings long line of Poles stood wait- 
ing for food. Before mounting the hill I had noted 
the terrible bitterness in their faces, especially in 
those of the women. 


We watched the battle until noon. In that time 
the Germans must have advanced about a quarter 
of a mile. Their infantry, their tanks, their artillery, 
their signal corps, all seemed to work as a precise 


machine... 
(William L. Shirer, Berlin Diary, p. 213-215) 
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Freight Movements in Gdynia 


Gotrnhauen 


Belanntmadhung 


1 Am liderseiispotiitidyn Geunden ert dle Glad! Gelenhaoen Aemnod|i non bes polnilden Be- 
wéikerung gtraumt, {orneil Diete nid! im Helly con Aulenthalisgencherlgungen der Giderheltap elie’ 
adar des Polipiprofibenten d. Dielen Derlonm fmd belenbere Ausrocife ien matte. 
Gonbderentrage auf Autenthaltsgenelymigung fi pordlos. 


2 Gs batlehl in den solle Fagen die Mgiidneil einer feeimilligen Rlderede P andere pom: Sie 
Ecliens der Wdilaroerravung teerden Baher in ben piéiten Tagen Eragsporipuga Gigi 


a in Ridjtung Tidhenflodjau — Kielce 
b) in Ridfung Siedlce 
a in Ridtung Lublin 


a 

3. Alt Heifegepach ert Je Petler Gandgepadh, das nid? 25 ke Überidreen Dorf, mligensmman reerde. 
Auherdem bellehl die Wégligheit Ber Mitnahme eines Rufhabegerads, das je Derien 30 kg nicht 
Gberlteigen dart. “Das Rulgabegepod ili. formelt es [tty niht um Hondrofler und dergleiden handel, 
Te pm cerldjniiren und in jebem Galle mi elnem Anhaverfdild p eric. 


4. Tue Gifenbayn{chet ih vele. 


b Für bie er 36 GlunBen find Cebensmibiel mityunehmen Sur Derplieguig nað Ankur Aer Leone 
Portyge am Anhunfisari mirè ien ber Münordehörde geiorgi. 


6. Die U.techumfl aul Ber Endjtalion IR rortereet 
7, Serien Ht dle Tiltnakme vse Mobeln und benden Tieten 
& Beim Derloflen bee Wohnung”muflen Dro Gau in bo Türen Reda bleiben 


3 Anmeldungen für die Transportjùge hönnen ab joħri bel ben prftindigen Dohi Resieten unter 
Angabe ber Derlesenjabl und des Irantporipages erfalgen. r. 
Die Yalijei Reviere geben Durdyoumerieste Yakrjdgine ous, bie dle Parjenangoh! und tas Zen. 
porte enthalen und DI Teilnenme an Aer Fahrt beredtigen. 


10 Tag und A ber Ablobrt Ber Gorderjuge werden Burd) Plakate achermtyegeben An Seanhose 


tet Keltimanten Trantportjuges find lediglich die Beleeg bettdhllgt, Ble Tetrigeine mit Den auj 
Aer Dighaten angegebenen Tummien befitjen. 


Batentanen. den 15 Ohtoder 1939. 


Det bing But 


1. Dia bezpiecrensiwa policyjnego (udnos polska opušci w najbliższym ceasie miasto Goten 
haven, o ile nie posiada pozwolenia na pobyt ze strony polidi bezpieceenstwa lub Preay- 
denta Polici. Osoby te atrzymaty snecaine wykazy- 

Odrebne wnioski o zezwolenie na pobyt sa bexelawe. 

2. W najbliiszych dniach istnieje moiliwos dubrowolnega powrotu do innych obsrarów 
polskich. Ze strony adminisirazji wojskowe, restawi sie zatem w krótkim @aāse pouagi 
transporowe: 


a W kierunku do Cestodowy—kiclec 
» W kierunku do Siedlec 
o W kicranka do Lablina 


3. Kaida osoba moie na podrói zabierać re sobą pakunek reciny o wadre nie ponad 25 ug. 
Potatem Istnicie dla kaide] osoby moiliwost nadania pakunku a wadte. nie przewyzsza. 
Jace) SO&g. Pakynek nadaway, nie prredstawiajacy walizki itp., naleiy dabre 1asınů:a wat 
i w kaidym wypadku zaopatrzyć w styid wlašticièėla. 

4, Rodri paciqsier lest bezalatmg, 


S. Na pierwste 36 gadzin naleiy tabra? ze soba dradki iywnoiciowe. Po priybyciu pauagow 
Oewozowych na miejsce przernatnia ugeet zostafie waopatrrona piei wiadze 
wojskowa. 


6. Pomieszcrenie aa statit koñtowej jest przygclowane. 
7. Zabieranie 1¢ soba mebii i zwierząt ipjacech jest wzbronione 
8. Pras opusrcreniu miestkania wszystkie kluce nalety pozastawit w drowiach. 


9. Zgloszenia da padrdiy potiagami prrewozowemi moga natychmias| nastacit w komocient- 
nych posterunkach policyjnych przy podaniu ilości ofab i Baciagu. Posterunki policyjne 
wydawają numerowane bilely, zawierające ilost osåb i miejsce prernauenia « uprawnia - 
Ice do wziecia udzialu w padoiy. 


40. Dzieñ Í @33 odjazdu spedainsch poaasów oglosi sie przez wrwieszenit plakaidw. Do 
Abrwanig spedalneso pouagu prreworowego uprawnione sa wylatinit Osoby, posiada- 
dace bilety 3 numerami, podanemi na plakaiath 


Golenhaven. dnia 15. gaidzicrnika 19397. 


Prezydent Policji 


“BEKANNTMACHUNG” 


All Polish inhabitants must leave the town of 
Gotenhaven, excepti those in possession of a special 
permit delivered by the German Security Police 
or the Chief of the German Police. All efforts to 
obtain such permits now will be useless. 


2. The military authorities will arrange in the 
near future for special transport to Czestochowa, 
Kielce, Siedice and Lublin. 


3. Each inhabitant will be allowed to take away 
45 lbs. of baggage. Permits may also be granted 
for forwarding additional baggage not exceeding 
78 Ibs. 


4. Each inhabitant must be provided with a food 
parcel, sufficient for 36 hours. 


5. No furniture, live stock, or domestic animals 
may be taken away. 


6. On leaving the house the key must be left 
in the door. 


7. Each inhabitant must apply for a numbered 
railway ticket, at his police station. 


The exact date and time of departure will be 
announced by posters. 


Only persons in possession of numbered tickets 
will be allowed to use the special trains to be 
provided. 


THe CHIEF op Doc 


Gotenhaven, October 15, 1939 


“HITLER IS ANTI-CHRIST ... ” 


By Mer Zygmunt Kaczynski 


THE UNWANTED CROSS 


OT very long ago an English warship cap- 

tured an enemy ship in the Pacific, where 
there was found, among other things, a great 
amount of propaganda booklets, destined for the 
countries of Latin America. A large part of these 
booklets dealt with religious matters. The pious 
worshippers of Wotan and other wicked and cun- 
ning Gods of the Valhalla, counting on the sus- 
ceptibilities of the man in the street, wanted to 
present to the people of the Latin republics, all 
the many benefits and great kindliness which the 
Nazis and their Fuehrer have bestowed so plen- 
tifully on the Catholic Church during eight years 
of government. 


Among the photographs in the booklets of the 
beautiful, but already half empty German churches, 
there were no tragic sights of Polish churches 
razed to the ground by Nazis. 


As certain proof of the friendliness of Hitler 
towards the Church it is now general knowledge 
that two freight cars full of liturgical vessels and 
holy pictures were offered to the poor devastated 
Spanish churches. This I was told when staying 
in Spain by German pilots. The magnanimous 
donor has not betrayed by one word, whether, 
amongst those treasures, there were no stolen 
sculptures and pictures of famous Italians, French, 
Spanish and Dutch painters taken last year from 
Polish churches. Whether there were no gold or 
gilded chalices of great artistic value, and among 
them the famous chalice, made by King Sigismund 
III, in the sixteenth century, and offered by him 
to the cathedral of Warsaw. This chalice was 
confiscated on the 2nd of March last year, to- 
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gether with other precious liturgical 
vessels and pictures and conveyed to 
Germany. Knowing the loving way 
in which the Germans manufacture 
ersatz and offer them to their friends, 
I am ready to believe that among the 
gifts sent to Spain, there were no 
artistic objects from Polish churches. 
In spite of everything, the Germans 
will not easily find purchasers for their 
sacrilegiously gained wares. 


Among those propaganda booklets 
for the Latin countries, there would 
most probably be found that special 
booklet about the position of the 
Church in occupied Polish territories 
written by a special envoy of the Ger- 
man Ministry of Propaganda. This 
booklet has been summed up in the 
Osservatore Romano as a “pack of 
To this crushing definition 

nothing need be added. This report 
about the condition of the Church in Poland would 
have been quite different if the Papal Delegate 
could have visited those parts, but as the Bishop 
of Lausanne, Mons. Besson, published in the Swiss 
press recently, the Holy Father wished to send 
his delegate to Poland, but the Government in 
Berlin would not allow this. Hitler and the Nazis 
do not want any witness to their crimes. 


In one of these booklets destined to delude the 
faithful, the Nazi government published the fact 
that they are paying big allowances to the clergy 
out of the national treasury. They also suggested 
paying such allowance to the Polish Bishops as 
the price of their obedience and silence, but the 
Bishops naturally scorned the proffered “thirty 
pieces of silver.” In acquitting themselves of these 
material obligations, in the case of the German 
clergy, the Nazis obviously do not mention the 
terrible devastation which they have brought about 
in the souls of youth or the spiritual wrongs 
which they have done to the Church in Germany. 
Let us remember the famous monstrous lawsuit 
brought against the clergy and religious orders, 
because of the so-called foreign draft offences and 
of immoral life. There was a period when four 
thousand of the clergy were under impeachment 
and of these half were imprisoned. Everybody 
remembers when the Nazis whipped up a press 
campaign against the Catholic Church, the insults 
and calumnies against the Pope and the whole 
of the clergy, the attacks against the residences 
of Bishops, not sparing even Cardinals, as, for 
instance, enemy demonstrations against the Cardin- 
als Innitzer and Faulhaber, combined with the 
destruction of their residences. 


German culture and Hitler’s “New Order” were 
mentioned in the propaganda booklets destined 
for America. But the Kulturtrégers forgot to men- 
tion the terrible and inhuman tortures in Dachau, 
Oranienburg, Buchenwald, Oswiecim and other 
concentration camps, where thousands of victims 
of Nazi cruelty are being kept, among them pro- 
fessors of one of the oldest universities in Europe, 
the University of Cracow. In the description of 
German “Culture” there was not one word about 
the closing of Polish schools, the robbing and the 
taking away to Germany of libraries, scientific 
instruments, museum pieces, etc. The prospectus 
of the “New Order” does not show the merciless 
way in which the Nazis exploit the conquered 
nations, how they condemn to a miserable lot 
millions of human beings, who do not belong to 
the Herrenvolk, the master nation. 


“The man who has completely enslaved the indivi- 
dual in the Third Reich by subordinating him to the 
political interests of the party; the man who defies 
God and religion and is bringing up the youth of 
Germany in a spirit of pagan materialism; the man 
who bas, enchained whole nations and wants to see 
the German race lord over the world, and who would 
have all humanity thrown into a totalitarian dungeon 
—that man has not the slightest moral right to 
reach out for the part of saviour of a world founded 
on Christian civilisation and culture. The recollection 
of the ruthless struggle waged by Nazism against 
the Catholic Church, and the persecution of that 
church in the Third Reich and its destruction in Po- 
land will, I think, have a sobering effect on Catholics 
at a time when Hitler conjures up the mirage of the 
progress of Catholicism in the Fast.” 

GENERAL WLADYSLAW SIKORSKI 


Prime Minister of Poland 
(Broadcast speech, June 23, 1941) 


These propaganda booklets so “spec- 
ially” written for abroad, do not men- 
tion either the large number of mur- 
dered Polish priests, of thousands im- 
prisoned in concentration camps, re- 
strictions in the performance of clerical 
duties and the removal of crosses from 
hospitals and schools. 


Poland fighting today against Hitler 
is not only fighting for herself, she is 
fighting for the future of the world and 
for Christian culture. We have become 
again, and this time also from the west, 
“The Rampart of Christianity.” We 
shall win this war for Christ is with us. 


ROM POLAND every mail brings news of in- 

creased German efforts to find laborers. In War- 
saw people do not leave their homes any more 
unless it is absolutely necessary, especially do they 
avoid the center of the city. “Man hunts” have 
become exceedingly frequent and possession of a 
labor card affords no security. People keep a knap- 
sack packed with a few essentials in case they get 
a summons, that they may have something they 
can grab before they must report. Those taken 
on the streets have no such chance and many have 
not been heard from. 


Here are a few sentences from a letter written 
by a former estate owner early in the summer and 
got out secretly. 


“T have sat down to write from the rough work 
I have to do now. My hands are shaking ... We 
have no table and sit on our beds, for we have no 
chairs either ... We are livjng in the forest in a 
shed-like hut ... All our anxiety is to get food for 
the children. 


“We console ourselves that spring and summer 
are near, that there will be berries and so on... 
We are selling what is left of our wardrobe... that 
will help for a little but I don’t dare think of what 
will happen after... The children are a continual 
anxiety. They have nothing to read and of course 
are getting no education. They help us as best 
they can in our present life—fetch water, carry 
brushwood for fires, etc. I make all the necessary 
trips away from the place, it is safer for me than the 
others, since I am over 40. 


“The older boys are as tall as their father. though 
so young; we never know how long we shall have 
them with us... this everlasting threat. And 
Marysia is 15 and very pretty. Such terrible things 
are happening.” 
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A NAZI MOCK MASS 


WESTERN SLAV FEDERATION AS SEEN 
BY CZECH LEADERS 


NE of the most important problems to be 

solved when Nazism has been destroyed, will 
be the organisation of Central Europe. In order 
to endure it must rest upon sound foundations, 
and the, lessons of the past as well as the possibili- 
ties of the future must be taken into account. 


There can be no compromise with German im- 
perialism, the direct cause of both world wars. 
That is the evil against which the New European 
Order must provide an effective remedy. The Ger- 
man cult of aggression, the belief that Right must 
bow before Might, has always existed in the past, 
exists to-day and will continue to exist even after 
the complete defeat of Nazism. The “Drang nach 
Osten” is a stern reality with which no half measure 
can hope to cope. And the victors of 1918 have 
paid dearly for the illusion that a few small states 
created by the peace treaties would be an obstacle 
to renewed aggression. 


There must be set up against Germany, an or- 
ganized State strong enough, both from the eco- 
nomic and military point of view, to discourage 
German imperialism. At the same time the possi- 
bility of aggression must be reduced to.a minimum 
by depriving Germany of all bases and means of 
attack. In other words there will have to be dis- 
armament combined with a modification of strate- 
gic frontiers, and there will have to be a Federa- 
tion of those nations directly threatened by Ger- 
many’s incurable belief that aggression pays. 


Federation is essential because experience has 
proved that these States cannot separately with- 
stand Germany’s might. United they must stand, 
or divided they will fall. 


It was this conviction that led some of the mem- 
bers of the Czechoslovak National Convention, 
founded in France in 1940, to formulate their idea 
of a Federation open to all nations but consisting 
in the first place of Poles and Czechoslovaks, to 
form the backbone of a new and lasting New Order 
in Eastern Europe. 


The essential provisions were that while re- 
taining control of its internal affairs and legislation, 
the component countries should form an homo- 
geneous entity under a common President and 
with a common government to direct its foreign 
policy and provide for its national defense. All 
nations belonging to the Federation would have 
the same currency and form a customs union. 


The Congress of the Federation and Federal 
Ministries would coordinate transportation prob- 
lems and economic collaboration as well as ration- 
alize agricultural production and marketing. Joint 
Chambers of Commerce, Industrial Associations, 
Trade Unions and social organisations are also 
contemplated. 


The President of the Federation would be Com- 
mander in Chief of its armed forces and he would 


appoint the Chancellor as well as the various Min- 
isters of the Federation, and would have power by 
veto or otherwise to settle differences that might 
arise between national legislatures and the Federal 
Government and Congress. 


The Government of the Federation would be 
composed of the Chancellor or Prime Minister and 
nine Federal Ministers with the addition, if neces- 
sary, of Ministers of State without portfolio, The 
Ministers would be:— 


1) The Finance Minister who would deal with 
all matters arising out of the issue of a common 
currency, who would prepare the budget and pro- 
Dose necessary taxation to meet Federal expendi- 
ture. He would also control the Federal Bank of 
Issue and Postal and Savings Banks. 


2) The Foreign Trade Minister would control 
all economic dealings with other countries and all 
exports and imports. This would necessitate the 
rationalising of the national production, both ag- 
ricultural and industrial, of the component States so 
as to avoid over-production and facilitate export 
policies. This rationalisation would call for special 
agreements between the various nations belonging 
to the Federation. 


3) The Minister of Foreign Affairs who would 
be responsible for foreign policy and all relations 
with other powers, and control the diplomatic rep- 
resentatives of the Federation abroad. 


4) The Minister of Federal Defense would be 
in charge of the army. 


5) The Air Minister would control the Air Forces 
of the Federation. 


6) The Minister of Marine would control the 
navy. 


7) The Minister of Communications would con- 
trol the common postal union and deal with all 
questions of traffic and transport by air, by road 
or by rail, controlling all rates and schedules. 


8) The Minister of Federal Legislation would 
be responsible for the gradual unification of legisla- 
tion, ordinances and decrees governing internal 
affairs. The question of national minorities to be 
settled on the basis of reciprocity. and all matters 
in connection therewith to be under the Minister 
of Federal Legislation. 


9) The Minister of Federal Co-ordination would 
have control over collaboration between capital and 
labor, employers associations, workers guilds, col- 
lective bargaining, with a view to establishing eco- 
nomic and social harmony and raising and equal- 
izing the standard of living of the nations belonging 
to the Federation. 


Ministers of State without portfolio would repre- 
sent the special interests of their respective coun- 
tries and would be appointed by and with their 
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consent. They would be accountable both to the 
Chancellor of the Federation and to the national 
legislatures of their own countries, and would be 
assisted by under secretaries of State of their na- 
tional governments. 


The Federal Congress would be elected by the 
representative national legislatures, pro-rata of the 
population of the countries composing the Federa- 
tion. The Federal Congress would however be 
subject to dissolution upon motion passed by the 
national legislature of a component State. 


The framework outlined above will entail very 


She Western boundary of Slavonic predominance 


close and confident cooperation by the nations 
forming the Federation, this will tend to unite 
them more closely into a true fraternity. The or- 
ganisation of the Federation must be supple enough 
to ensure free national development of nations of 
different origin. 


However the Poles, Checks and Slovaks fulfill all 
the requirements for the constitution of such a 
Federation and should be the first to unite in order 
to form a strong and permanent block that in East- 
ern Europe will forever discourage Germany’s cult 
of force and lust of aggression. 


POLAND, A LAND OF FREEDOM 


A YEAR ago Hitler’s agents attempted to lull 

the Poles by stressing the prospects of a cam- 
paign against Soviet Russia. Today German pro- 
paganda again assiduously paints for our people 
pictures of national oppression under the Soviet 
occupation. The pictures may be true, but have 
these shameless and merciless oppressors, whose 
very aim is to destroy Poland, the right to pose 
as our defenders? 


There never were any Quislings in Poland. Nei- 
ther will anyone be found there today willing to 
cooperate with the oppressors. The attempt to 
divide the conquered nations in order to facilitate 
domination has ever been the policy of all op- 
pressors. Today this policy expresses itself in in- 
citing enmity among the Poles, Jews, Ukrainians, 
Lithuanians, and White-Ruthenians. 


We have lived together for centuries and will 
continue to do so in the future. The solidarity of the 
inhabitants of the Republic, regardless of nation- 
ality and religion, is today more important than 
ever, and all efforts to create dissension must be 
resisted. 


When Poland was resurrected in November, 1918, 
the People’s Government in Lublin proclaimed in 
its Manifesto: “We appeal to the fraternal na- 
tions of Lithuanians, White-Ruthenians, Ukrain- 


ians, Czechs and Slovaks for friendly cooperation 


(Continued from page 5) 

At the memory of our former triumphs a des- 
perate cry “Fuimus troes”, rises in painful measure 
from our breasts. A desperate, yet not a hopeless 
cry. From the rock of Polish existence all assaults 
recoil shattered, in the hell of oppression prepared 
for us so much fire has been heaped that it will 
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and mutual support in the great task of building 
a union of free and equal nations.” 


Let us today remember these words, whether 
we be Polish, Jewish, Ukrainian, White-Ruthenian, 
or Lithuanian. Let us not forget the lessons of the 
past when the lack of unity brought us to many 
disasters affecting all. 


There cannot be degrees of slavery. For slaves, 
privileges are but illusory and short-lived. The 
Poland which will re-emerge from this bloodshed 
will be a land of freedom and justice for all Free- 
dom of conscience, of religion, and of progress will 
be the full property of every national culture. And 
to every individual will be granted not only legal 
equality, but also equal security in his work, his 
bread, and his home. The new Poland will reject 
the vicious methods and policies of the dictator- 
ships. It will restore the independence of the Re- 
public, but will, at the same time, respect and fra- 
ternally support the independence of other nations. 


This is the Poland we fight for, and this the 
union of free nations we hope to achieve. 


The end of the greatest tyranny of all times, 
the end of Nazism, will also be the end of all the 
other oppressors, great or small, in the world today. 


From a broadcast by Adam Ciolkosz, one 
of the leaders of the Polish Labor Move- 
ment, member of the Polish National Coun- 
cil in London. 


burn itself out, and the hour of justice will strike. 
For such an hour, it may be necessary: to wait long 
years as time is measured; but God is in his Heaven, 
and time marches on, 

From a lecture, delivered in Lwow on July 


15, 1910, at the celebration of the 500th 


Anniversary of the Battle of Grunwald. 


151 East 67th Street — New York, N. Y. 


